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Message from the Principal

Dear RMS Students and Families,

The Ringgold Middle School administration, faculty, and staff welcome you to an exciting and engaging
year at RMS. This Program of Studies provides a description of the required core courses and electives
offered, and serves as a guide for families and students to review. Educational planning for future
academic goals is a vital part of deciding which courses to schedule starting in fifth grade. This
document will provide you with a course progression chart and requirements in choosing the
appropriate courses. If you have any questions at all, please do not hesitate to contact any member of
the building administration or guidance department.

Sincerely,
Timothy McKay
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Grading Policy

All classes offered at Ringgold Middle School are graded. Grades are recorded as a percentage of points
earned in a given class quarterly. The final grade for the class is an average of these quarter scores.
Full-year courses are four quarters. Semester classes are two quarters. Rotation classes are one quarter.
The grading scale is:

F 0-59% D 60-69% C 70-79% B 80-89% A 90-100%

Grade Promotion
Students are encouraged to work to exceed their academic potential every day. In order for a student
to be promoted to the next grade level, they may fail no more than two core courses or a combination
of one core course and two elective courses. Please see course descriptions for categorization.
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Core Courses

English Language Arts

ELA 5
5th Grade
The English Language Arts 5 course requires students to broaden and deepen their understanding of
informational and literary text through comparing and contrasting. Students reflect on their skills and
adjust their comprehension and vocabulary strategies to become better readers. They use textual
evidence and quote accurately to support their analyses and interpretations. Using evidence from
multiple texts, students discuss, reflect, and respond to a wide variety of literary genres and
informational text. Students read for pleasure, choosing books based on personal preference, topic,
genre, theme, or author. Students develop a strong personal voice in their writing beginning in fifth
grade. This is demonstrated by the way they sometimes inject humor into their narratives and support
their opinions with credible reasons. Students use precise, specialized vocabulary appropriately in
content-area writing. Students develop their writing craft with an emphasis on pacing and an
awareness of style. They experiment with sentence length and complex sentence structures and vary
leads and endings. Students are able to summarize and synthesize important works to include in their
compositions.

ELA 6
6th Grade
The English Language Arts 6 course requires students to read grade-appropriate, complex literature and
informational text and cite textual evidence to support analyzes. They examine how authors use
reasons to make their points and support arguments with evidence, separating unsupported ideas from
those backed by evidence. Students analyze both the structure and content of complex,
grade-appropriate texts, determining how sentences and paragraphs within texts influence and
contribute to the unfolding of a plot and the development and elaboration of events or ideas. Students
share their findings in class discussions, practicing how logically to sequence ideas and highlight the
themes and key details they find most persuasive. Students’ vocabularies expand as they become more
attuned to using context, knowledge of Greek and Latin roots and affixes, and word analysis to
determine the meaning of academic words. Students are increasingly challenged to sharpen their
ability to write and speak with more clarity and coherence, providing clear reasons and relevant
evidence. Students learn how writers try to influence readers while discovering how they can do the
same with their own prose. They will be able to answer questions through writing and can use
rewriting opportunities to refine their understanding of a text or topic. They will take a critical stance
toward sources and apply criteria for identifying reliable information as opposed to mere conjecture.

ELA 7
7th Grade
The English Language Arts 7 course requires students to demonstrate their ability to read challenging
complex texts closely, and cite multiple examples of specific evidence to support their claims. They are
able to recognize the interplay between setting, plot, and characters and provide an objective summary
of a text apart from their own reaction to it. They are adept at stepping back to compare and contrast
different interpretations of a topic, identifying how authors shape their presentation of key information
and choose to highlight certain facts over others. Seventh-grade students trace how an argument
develops within a text and assess the validity of the evidence. They make their reasoning clear to their
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listeners and readers and constructively evaluate others’ use of evidence while offering several sources
to back up their own claims. The use of vocabulary has developed to the point where they distinguish
between denotative and connotative meaning and analyze the effect of specific word choice on tone.
As growing writers, students cite several sources of specific, relevant evidence when supporting their
own point of view about texts and topics. Their writing is more structured, with clear introductions and
conclusions as well as effective transitions to create cohesion and clarify relationships among ideas. In
their writing, they acknowledge the other side of a debate or an alternative perspective while avoiding
any trace of plagiarism.

ELA 8
8th Grade
The English Language Arts 8 course requires students to read informational texts as well as classic
works of fiction. Instruction will focus on reinforcing students’ ability to read closely, annotate text, and
cite textual evidence. Students will analyze points of view to determine how it is manipulated to create
literary effects (i.e. irony, characterization, theme, etc.). Students will evaluate the accuracy and
credibility of an author’s statements. Students will be able to compare and contrast two or more texts
that provide conflicting information and analyze whether the disagreement is over facts or
interpretation of information. Student writing will focus on the organization of ideas and relevancy of
facts with consideration toward audience and purpose. They will incorporate varied transitions and
domain-specific vocabulary. Grammar will be addressed in the context of student writing and taught in
mini-lessons throughout the year. Students are held accountable for all prior language and mechanics
instruction on a consistent basis.
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Mathematics

Math 5
5th Grade
The Mathematics 5 course instructional time will focus on three critical areas: (1) developing fluency
with addition and subtraction of fractions, and developing an understanding of the multiplication of
fractions and of division of fractions in limited cases (unit fractions divided by whole numbers and
whole numbers divided by unit fractions); (2) extending division to two-digit divisors, integrating
decimal fractions into the place value system; developing understanding of operations with decimals to
hundredths, and developing fluency with whole number and decimal operations; and (3) developing
understanding of volume.

Math 6
6th Grade
The Mathematics 6 course instructional time will focus on four critical areas: (1) connecting ratio and
rate to whole number multiplication and division and using concepts of ratio and rate to solve
problems; (2) furthering student understanding of division of fractions and extending the notion of
number to the system of rational numbers, which includes negative numbers; (3) writing, interpreting,
and using expressions and equations; and (4) developing understanding of statistical thinking.

Accelerated Math 6
6th Grade
The Advanced Mathematics 6 course instructional time will focus on four critical areas: (1) developing
an understanding of and applying proportional relationships; (2) developing an understanding of
operations with rational numbers and working with expressions and linear equations; (3) solving
problems involving scale drawings and informal geometric constructions, and working with two- and
three-dimensional shapes to solve problems involving area, surface area, and volume; and (4) drawing
inferences about populations based on samples.

Math 7
7th Grade
The Mathematics 7 course instructional time will focus on four critical areas: (1) developing an
understanding of and applying proportional relationships; (2) developing an understanding of
operations with rational numbers and working with expressions and linear equations; (3) solving
problems involving scale drawings and informal geometric constructions, and working with two- and
three-dimensional shapes to solve problems involving area, surface area, and volume; and (4) drawing
inferences about populations based on samples.

Pre-Algebra
7th-8th Grade
Prerequisites:

● Promotion to 8th grade; OR,
● Recommendation based on assessment data

The Pre-Algebra course is rigorous and designed to challenge students to develop algebraic
relationships and techniques to prepare them for other higher level mathematics courses. Instructional
time will focus on the following critical areas: (1) formulating and reasoning about expressions and
equations, including modeling an association in bivariate data with linear equations, and solving linear

RMS Program of Studies 5



equations and systems of linear equations; (2) grasping the concept of a function and using functions to
describe quantitative relationships; (3) analyzing two- and three-dimensional space and figures using
distance, angle, similarity, and congruence, and understanding and applying the Pythagorean Theorem;
(4) drawing inferences about populations based on samples; and (5) the study of chance processes,
through which students learn to develop, use and evaluate probability models.

Algebra I
7th and 8th Grade
Prerequisite: Successful Completion of Pre-Algebra
The Algebra I course expects that students will formalize and expand on Algebraic concepts established
in previous coursework. Students will deepen and extend their understanding of linear and exponential
relationships by contrasting them with each other and by applying linear models to data that exhibit a
linear trend. Students will engage in methods for analyzing, and using functions. Students will fluently
move between multiple representations of functions including, but not limited to linear, exponential,
and quadratic equations.

Algebra II
8th Grade
Prerequisite: Successful Completion of Algebra I
The Algebra II course extends the students repertoire of functions to include polynomial, rational,
trigonometric, and radical functions. Working with families of functions, students will apply their
understanding of transformation properties. Students will model real-world situations by applying
equations including quadratics over the set of complex numbers and exponential equations using the
properties of logarithms. Students will use descriptive statistics and probability as a means for making
inferences about data. Building on their previous work with functions, and on their work with
trigonometric ratios and circles in Geometry, students now use the coordinate plane to extend
trigonometry to model periodic phenomena. This work includes use of the unit circle to determine
domain and range and trigonometric identities.
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Science

Science 5
5th Grade
The Science 5 course will focus on the concepts of the scientific method, measurements in the metric
system, a unit on systems, electricity, sound, technology in science, models in science, major
characteristics of plants and animals, and rocks. The students will engage in various activities and
investigations to explore the concepts. Students will take responsibility for their learning by
participating in problem-solving, experimental design processes, critical analysis application, reflective
thinking, and analysis of scientific theories.

Science 6
6th Grade
The Science 6 course will focus on the concepts of the scientific method and measurements in the
metric system (including conversions), earth science, weather and climate, and space science. The
students will engage in various activities and investigations to explore the concepts. Students will take
responsibility for their learning by participating in problem-solving, experimental design processes,
critical analysis application, reflective thinking, and analysis of scientific theories.

Science 7
7th grade
The Science 7 course introduces the study of objects and their properties as they relate to chemistry
and physics. Students will begin by reviewing the scientific method. They will then examine changes to
materials during mixing, freezing, heating and dissolving, and learn how to observe and measure
results. In chemistry, students study the relationships between properties and structure of matter.
Laboratory investigations of chemical interactions provide a basis for students to understand the
atomic theory and their applications in business, agriculture, and medicine. Physics deepens the
understanding of the structure and properties of materials and includes atoms, forces, motion, gravity,
momentum, inertia, and the role of energy.

Science 8
8th Grade
The Science 8 course is an introductory life science course. Students will begin by focusing on the
concepts of the scientific method and measurements in the metric system. Students will focus on the
concepts of the cell and its functions, classification, ecology and ecosystems, cell transport,
photosynthesis, genetics and heredity, natural selection, environmental science, the water cycle,
pollution/environmental issues, and different resources in science. Students will take responsibility for
their learning by participating in problem-solving, experimental design processes, critical analysis
application, reflective thinking, and analysis of scientific theories.
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Social Studies

Social Studies 5: Geographical Representation of the United States
5th Grade
The Social Studies 5 course focuses on an introduction to the four areas of Social Studies: Geography,
History, Economics, and Culture. The focus of the course shifts to the United States and the regions
within it. Students will investigate the geography, history, economy and culture of each region. Students
will take responsibility for their learning by participating in problem-solving and seeking, scholarly and
creative processes, critical analysis applications, reflexive thinking and the expression and defense of
ideas.

Social Studies 6: Ancient Civilizations
6th Grade
The Social Studies 6 course focuses on ancient civilizations. The students will explore and gain
knowledge of civilizations as advanced societies with agriculture, division of labor, multiple cities,
organized religion, science/technology, some form of government, and a written language.

Social Studies 7: Mid-Modern Civilizations
7th Grade
The Social Studies 7 course focuses on the development of more complex societies from the roots of
the ancient civilizations explored in Social Studies 6. The course will examine early empires through
their rise, their conquering of other societies, and their eventual downfalls. From the ancient Greeks
and Romans through the medieval period, students will develop an understanding of the factors that
allowed complex societies to grow, as well as the reasons these societies could not sustain themselves.

Social Studies 8: World Civilization 2
8th Grade
The Social Studies 8 course focuses on modern forms of government that developed after the fall of
feudalism. This course surveys the many forms modern government can take, and compares and
contrasts their core foundations, ideals and beliefs. A strong emphasis is placed on the role of citizens
under each form of government.
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Electives
Elective courses listed will be scheduled at the discretion of the administration.

Art

Art 5
5th Grade
The Arts 5 course allows students to survey both production and artistic response in the visual arts with
projects that emphasize the elements of art and the principles of design. Students will learn the stages
of artistic production and become familiar with the method in which artists use to respond to their
surroundings. Students will be introduced to idea generation techniques using the design-inquiry
process and they will learn to reflect on their own thinking.

Art 6
6th Grade
The Arts 6 course allows students to survey both themes and mediums in art with projects that
emphasize the elements of art and the principles of design. Additionally, students will explore the
intersection of art and technology in a multi-step, cross-curricular collaborative project. Students will
practice their idea generation techniques using the design-inquiry process and they will reflect on their
own thinking.

Art 7
7th Grade
The Arts 7 course allows students to more deeply investigate the mediums and methods of artistic
expression while utilizing the elements of art and the principles of design.  Students explore drawing
from life, mixed-media design, painting and ceramic sculpting. In this course they will refine their idea
generation techniques, they will continue to critique and write about their own art, and they will
further engage in self-exploration.

Art 8
8th Grade
The Arts 8 course will allow students to explore themes of identity and symbolism while honing
techniques in drawing, in painting, and in ceramic hand-building.  Additionally, students will participate
in several collaborative works of art for public display.  Students will become fluent in the use and in
the expression of the elements of art and the principles of design. Students will have the freedom to
choose their method of idea generation and self-critique throughout the design process.
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Computers and STEM

Automation and Robotics

7th and 8th Grade
Students learn about the history and impact of automation and robotics as they explore mechanical
systems, energy transfer, machine automation, and computer control systems. Using the VEX Robotics®
platform, students apply what they know to design and program traffic lights, robotic arms, and more.

App Creators

7th and 8th Grade
This unit will expose students to computer science as a means of computationally analyzing and
developing solutions to authentic problems through mobile app development, and will convey the
positive impact of the application of computer science to other disciplines and to society.

Science of Technology

7th and 8th Grade
Science impacts the technology of yesterday, today, and the future. In this unit, students apply the
concepts of physics, chemistry, and nanotechnology to activities and projects, including making ice
cream, cleaning up an oil spill, and discovering the properties of nano-materials.

Green Architecture

7th and 8th Grade
In this unit, students learn how to apply green concepts to the fields of architecture and construction.
They explore dimensioning, measuring, and architectural sustainability and apply what they have
learned to design affordable housing units using Autodesk’s® 3D architectural design software.

Family and Consumer Science

Cooking from Scratch
7th-8th Grade, Semester
This class will focus on creating meals and foods from scratch. Students will look into the science of
food and how foods interact with one another and study how food is affected by various cooking
methods. Students will create meals from scratch and evaluate their nutritional value and taste.

Introduction to Cooking
7th-8th Grade, Semester
In this class, students will be introduced to the culinary arts field. Areas of study will include tools and
equipment, measuring, altering recipes, cooking terms, and nutrition. Students will also participate in
cooking labs where they will apply their knowledge.
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Performing Arts

Ram Band
5th-8th Grade
Students in this ensemble have an interest in learning or continuing to learn a band instrument. A
regular rehearsal along with practice at home will allow each student to reach individual and ensemble
goals. Required after school performances are the Winter and Spring concerts.

Orchestra
5th-8th Grade
Students in this ensemble have an interest in learning or continuing to learn a string instrument (violin,
viola, cello or bass). This orchestra will establish and reinforce the fundamentals of playing a string
instrument. Once that is accomplished, students will continue to develop their skills to perform more
difficult music. At home practice and dedication to their instrument will allow students to reach
individual and ensemble goals. Required after school performances are the Winter and Spring concerts

Fifth Grade Choir
5th Grade
Students who participate in this class will have the opportunity to sing in a large ensemble. Much of the
content of this class will be from the wide genre of music done in unison and two part voicings.

● Required Performances: Veterans Day, Winter Concert, Spring Concert

Sixth Grade Choir
6th Grade
Students who participate in this class will have the opportunity to sing in a large ensemble. Much of the
music repertoire of this class will include selections from the wide genre of choral music. Students will
sing in unison, two and some three part voicings.

● Required Performances: Veterans Day, Winter Concert, Spring Concert

Seventh Grade Choir
7th and 8th Grade
Students who participate in this class will have the opportunity to sing in a large ensemble with some
solo work possibilities. Much of the music repertoire of this class will include selections from the wide
genre of choral music. Students will sing in two and three part voicings.

● Required Performances: Veterans Day, Winter Concert, Spring Concert

Eighth Grade Choir
7th and 8th Grade
Students who participate in this class will have the opportunity to sing in a large ensemble with solo
work possibilities. Much of the music repertoire of this class will include selections from the wide genre
of choral music. They will sing in unison, two and three plus voicings. The second half of the year these
students will study musical theater and present a show at the conclusion of the semester. All aspects of
musical theater will be covered.

● Required Performances: Veterans Day, Winter Concert, Musical, Spring Concert
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Guitar
7th-8th Grade
Students who participate in this class will learn guitar basics: parts, position, chord progressions;
standard music notation; tab; strumming and picking patterns; historical background; songs and tunes;
and singing and playing together.

● Required Performances: Veterans Day, Winter Concert, Musical, Spring Concert

Celtic Harp
7th-8th Grade
Students who participate in this class will learn the Celtic Harp basics and may continue playing with
the Ringgold Harp Ensemble which consists of advanced middle school harp players and Ringgold High
School players. These students will learn the parts and mechanics of the Celtic harp, placing, history,
songs and tunes of the Celtic countries, and other musical pieces from a wide genre of music. These
students have the opportunity to attend the Ohio Scottish Arts School to study Scottish Harp and
perform at various community events and other things.

● Required Performances: Veterans Day, Winter Concert, Spring Concert Physical Education and
Health

Physical Education/Health

Physical Education
5th-8th Grade
In the Physical Education courses at the Ringgold Middle School, the following activities are addressed.

● Physical activities that promote health and fitness. Examples include but are not limited to:
running, throwing, kicking, catching and batting.

● These activities improve both eye-hand and eye-foot coordination:
○ Units include: soccer, football, volleyball, hockey, basketball and large group activities.
○ Regular participation is emphasized and the effects of regular participation are

measured through:
■ Pacer Test - Endurance
■ Sit-up Test - Abdominal Strength/Endurance
■ Push-up Test – Upper body strength

● Physical/Social Group Interaction (Game Strategies/Cooperation & Competition)
● Responsibility of Actions (Preparation & Participation)

Health
5th-8th Grade
The Health course in middle school provides the student with the foundations of concepts and skills
necessary for lifelong health. Current health concepts will be integrated with nationally recognized,
health-based skills. The curriculum includes, but is not limited to: health maintenance and disease
prevention to enhance health, interpersonal communication skills to enhance health and avoid or
reduce health risks, decision-making skills to enhance health, first aid and safety (CPR), mental and
emotional wellness, body systems, and drug education (risk factors). This class is coordinated with the
school counselors to include social and emotional health matters.
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